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We took an easy 
drive to the Argyll coast 
and spent a leisurely 
afternoon in Oban 
before driving the 20 
miles to The Loch Melfort 
Hotel. 

We were met by Rachel Ross who, 
with husband Calum, own and 
manage the hotel. The couple were 
named Scottish Hoteliers of the year 
in 2013. 

A whistle-stop tour of the hotel’s 
facilities was offered before we were 
shown to our room on the upper floor 
of the main house. 

The room was a comfortable size, 
tastefully decorated and offered 
a fantastic view over Asknish Bay 
towards the Isle of Jura. 

Along with the usual tea and 
coffee making facilities, there was a 

sample of homemade shortbread — 
a tiny taste of things to come. 

Bags deposited, we took a walk 
past the field containing the hotel’s 
three Highland cattle, down to the 
waterfront in the afternoon sun. 

We then had a drink in the 
Chartroom Bistro which, as well as 
being part of the hotel, is a popular 
stop-off for visitors to the adjacent 
Arduaine Gardens. 

One of the hotel’s selling points 
is that they are pet-friendly and 
welcome dogs in a side wing of the 
hotel. 

There’s even an enclosed area 
to exercise your dog. If dogs aren’t 
your thing, don’t worry, they are not 
allowed in the main building or any 
of the public areas. 

The hotel boasts a gourmet dining 
experience and is understandably 
proud of its food sourcing policy. 
Shellfish is landed at Arduaine Point, 
caught by local fishermen, while 
lamb and venison are from named 
farms at Ardfern within a few miles 
of the hotel. 

We were asked to attend at one 
of the hotel’s two lounges half an 
hour before the chosen time for our 
evening meal. 

Drinks and canapés were served  
by the friendly hotel staff and it 
was explained that our package 
included the table d’hote menu, 
but that we were welcome to 
choose from the a la carte — or any 
combination from both menus. 

On the first evening we both 
stuck to the table d’hote menu and 
enjoyed tempura battered oysters 
with crispy pancetta and avocado 
purée followed by pea and thyme 
soup, steamed lemon sole with 
saffron and mussel chowder and 
nutmeg spinach. 

My husband isn’t a great lover of 
seafood but was of the opinion that, 
if he was going to try it, there was no 
better place than at Loch Melfort. 

It’s safe to say that over the course 
of our stay there was nothing he 
didn’t enjoy. For dessert I had crème 
brulee and my husband had Mojito 
mess, both of which were heavenly.

The restaurant itself boasts views 
over Asknish Bay with the most 
sought-after tables situated in the 
bay windows. 

After the meal, coffee and tea 
are served back in the more relaxed 
atmosphere of the cocktail lounge.

Having spent a very comfortable 
night in our room, breakfast didn’t 
disappoint either. 

We served ourselves with the 
Continental breakfast including a 
selection of home-made jams while 
chef made our choice of cooked 
breakfast from a selection of kippers, 
poached smoked haddock, 
porridge or a full Scottish 
breakfast.

O u r  s e c o n d 
m o r n i n g  w a s 
spent visiting the 
nearby Atlantic 
Br idge and 
K i l m a r t i n 
Museum. 

I n  t h e 
af ter noon 
we took a 

boat trip to Corryvreckan, the strait 
between the islands of Jura and 
Scarba where tidal forces throw up 
amazing whirlpools. 

The knowledgeable skipper also 
happily pointed out wildlife and 
points of interest. 

Having checked availability of 
similar trips while in Oban we had 
been disappointed to discover 
there wasn’t one available during 
the course of our break, but we 
needn’t have worried — the hotel 
staff were able to suggest other 
local operators, check availability 

and made the booking on our 
behalf. 

Back at the hotel 
for our second 

evening, we both 
chose dishes 

f r o m  t h e 
table d’hote 
and the a 
l a  c a r t e 
menus. 

I couldn’t 
v i s i t  t h e 

area without trying the local 
langoustines, which I followed up 
with a calf’s liver dish cooked to 
perfection. 

My husband had lamb cooked 
three ways which he found faultless. 
We had decided we didn’t have 
room for dessert but in the end 
neither of us could resist and had a 
selection of ice creams — including 
a marvellous gin and tonic sorbet — 
before retiring for the night.

Refreshed and with another 
enjoyable breakfast eaten, we 
paid a visit to the Arduaine Gardens 
which are operated by the National 
Trust and sit a few hundred yards 
around the bay from the hotel. 

 Although the morning was damp 
we enjoyed a couple of hours at the 
spectacular gardens which are well 
worth a visit. 

And so we left, each a few pounds 
heavier and surprised we hadn’t 
been aware of such a quality hotel, 
but promising ourselves we wouldn’t 
forget it and would make every 
effort to return. 
n A two-night stay with dinner, bed 
and breakfast at The Loch Melfort 
Hotel starts at £180 per person. Visit 
lochmelfort.co.uk or phone 0843 886 
0233 for details of current offers.

THIS year is the centenary of 
the outbreak of the First World 
War and Thistle Holidays from 
Edinburgh has launched a new 
tour to remember the Scottish 
servicemen who lost their lives 
in battle. 

The special event, planned 
for November 2014, is a guided 
tour of the battlefields of 
Flanders and the Somme and 
unlike other tours it is centred 
around the battles involving 
Scottish regiments and locations 
of interest to the people of 
Scotland.

Bus ines s  deve lopment 
manager of Thistle Holidays 
Graeme Tilley said: “The First 
World War was a very significant 
event for Scotland in particular 
as 22 battalions from famous 
regiments like The Black Watch, 
The Royal Scots and The Argyll 
and Sutherland Highlanders 
were the tip of the sword during 
the fighting on The Western 
Front.

“They were fighting a new 
type of war where mustard 
gas replaced bows and arrows 
and heavy mortar fire replaced 
cannon balls.”

The tour v is i ts  Scott ish 
Memorials at Black Watch 
Corner and The Royal Scots 

Memorial at Contalmaison as 
well as Ypres and a chance to 
witness the Last Post which has 
been played every evening 
at 8pm at The Menin Gate 
memorial in the town since 1928.

Whilst many events are 
planned to take place in 
Scotland, this tour gives the 
opportunity to remember the 
fallen Scottish soldiers in the 
battlefields where they fell.
n For more details visit 
thistleholidays.co.uk

ON Saturday June 21, take your 
reserved seat on a special train 

to the historic city of Chester or 
choose to travel further along 
the North Wales Coast through 
Rhyl and Colwyn Bay as far as 
Llandudno Junction. 

The final stop on the coast 
is the small cathedral city of 
Bangor before the train crosses 
the famous Britannia Bridge over 
the Menai Straits on to Anglesey 
where the final destination is the 
ferry port of Holyhead. 

The traditional carriages will 
be diesel-hauled via the West 
Coast Main Line over Beattock 
and Shap summits and through 
Lancaster and Preston to rural 
Cheshire. 

Passengers may join this 
special excursion at Glenrothes, 
Thornton, Kirkcaldy, Dalgety 
Bay, Edinburgh Waverley, 
Kirknewton or Lockerbie. 

Return fares are £67 for adults 
and £49 for children, including 
seat reservation. First class seats 
are available at £99. 

Prior booking is essential and 
meals can be ordered at the 
time of booking. A cooked 
breakfast costs £10 and three-
course hot dinner £15. 
n To book call 0131 202 1033. 
Further details and booking 
forms are also available at 
srpsrailtours.com
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n The loch Melfort Hotel is run 
by husband and wife team 
rachel and Calum ross.

Remembering lives lost

Pawsitively perfect
Hotel a delight for people and pets!

n The hotel offers stunning 
views over asknish Bay.


