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AT A 
GLANCE

STAR RATINGSTAR RATING

Dog friendliness
of accommodation:

★★★★★
Comfort of 

accommodation: 

★★★★★
Dog friendliness of 

local area:

★★★★★

Charge for dogs? 
£10 PER DOG 
PER NIGHT

Maximum number 
of dogs allowed: 

THREE

Enclosed 
exercise area? 

YES 

Can dogs be left 
unattended? 

NO
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AT A 
GLANCE

STAR RATINGSTAR RATING

Dog friendliness
of accommodation:

★★★★★
Comfort of 

accommodation: 

★★★★★
Dog friendliness of 

local area:

★★★★★

Charge for dogs? 
£8.50 PER DOG 

PER NIGHT

Maximum number 
of dogs allowed: 

THREE

Enclosed 
exercise area? 

YES

Can dogs be left 
unattended? 

YES

“When we 
pulled into 

the car 
park one of 
the hotel’s 
spaniels, 
Hector, 

appeared 
and 

escorted 
us into 

reception.”

LOCH MELFORT HOTEL, ARDUAINE, 
ARGYLL.

THE ACCOMMODATION:
This country house hotel near Oban 
is set in 17 acres of gardens and 
beach on the coast of Argyll.

We drove to Loch Melfort from 
Inverness, travelling alongside Loch 
Ness before detouring across Glen 
Coe to walk the dogs. 

Dog-owning guests are 
accommodated in the ground fl oor 
rooms of the Cedar Wing annex.

Our bedroom was very spacious, 
with an area by the front door 
where the dogs could settle down.

A patio door opened directly on 
to a terrace and the garden, which 
was ideal for us.

Our room overlooked the 
garden and beach, and provided 
a quick and ideal walk along the 
beach and back around the hotel in 
the mornings and evenings.

Although dogs are not allowed 
in the dining room there is an 
outside dining area, which is part 
of a bistro. In warmer weather this 
would be ideal for dog owners. 

The food served in the main 

restaurant was excellent, and 
made great use of the local seafood 
and produce. 

HOW DOG FRIENDLY WAS 
YOUR RECEPTION?
When we pulled into the car park 
one of the hotel’s spaniels, Hector, 
appeared and escorted us into 
reception. This warm welcome 
continued with the receptionist, 
who checked us in and walked us 
to our room. She explained the 
layout of the hotel, the grounds for 
dog walks, and the times for dinner 
and breakfast. She was armed with 
towels which I thought were for us, 
but were actually for Marmite and 
Tolley, as the weather had been 
very damp.

ANY ADDED EXTRAS FOR 
DOGS/OWNERS?
We received a dog welcome pack 
which included dog dos and don’ts 
and a copy of the Scottish Outdoor 
Access Code. 

The proprietors, Calum and 
Rachel Ross, are dog owners 
and want four-legged guests to 
enjoy their stay as much as their 
owners. Plenty of other dogs were 
accompanied by their owners 
during our stay. 

Should you forget any items, 
such as dog beds or food, these 

can be provided. There is also 
a vet’s in nearby Oban and kennels 
in Lochgilphead.

OUT AND ABOUT 
IN THE AREA:
● There is plenty to see and do on 
the Scottish west coast, much of it 
centered on the lochs and walking.
● Immediately bordering the hotel 
grounds is the National Trust for 
Scotland Arduaine Garden. Dogs 
on leads can accompany their 
owners around the garden.
● We sailed from Oban to the Isle 
of Mull on a CalMac Ferry. Once 
we disembarked, we drove a short 
way before fi nding an ideal spot at 
Garmony to walk the dogs. 
● The cafes and shops in 
Tobermory were very dog friendly. 
● During a walk on Calgary 
Beach we had the whole beach 
to ourselves.

WANT TO FIND 
OUT MORE?
Contact Loch Melfort Hotel, 
Arduaine, near Oban, Argyll 
PA34 4XG, on 01852 200233; 
reception@lochmelfort.co.uk; 
www.lochmelfort.co.uk

A slice of paradise
Accommodation: Country house hotel.
Cost: £148 per double room per night, for B&B. Special offers available.
Tested by: Alison and Ken Queenborough, with Cocker Spaniel Marmite and 
Labrador Tolley.

Stunning sea views.

On the Isle of Mull.

Loch Melfort is a 
luxury retreat.

The cosy hotel lounge.

Always dispose of your dog’s faeces in designated dog poo bins.TOP
TIP!


