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COMFY CAMPING: Snug 
nights with AeroBed

get packing          

TravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravelTravel

ROOMS WITH QUITE A VIEW
The hotel which boasts the fi nest 
views on the West Coast and is 
run by Scotland’s Hoteliers of the 
Year is offering dinner, bed and 
breakfast for less than £90 
per night per person this 
Summer.
   The Loch Melfort Hotel at 
Arduaine, near Oban (right) has 
two-night breaks starting at £180 
per person per stay.  For three 
nights, rates are from £260 per 
person.
   Each of the 25 bedrooms has 
uninterrupted views out to the 
islands of Islay, Jura and Scarba, 
with the world famous 
Corryvreckan Whirlpool three 
miles out to sea. Late bed and 
breakfast rates may also be 
available at £90 per room if 
booked direct with the hotel up 
to two days before the stay.
   Set in 17 acres of gardens and 
beach, Loch Melfort Hotel is 
owned and run by Rachel and 
Calum Ross, recently named 
Scotland’s Hoteliers of 2013.
   Just next door are the 
magnifi cent Arduaine Gardens, 
owned by the National Trust for 
Scotland.
   Detals: 01852-200233 or book 
online at www.lochmelfort.co.uk 

EDINBURGH IS TOP AIRPORT
Edinburgh Airport was named 
Scottish Airport of the Year this 
week. The accolade follows it 
being declared best in Britain, 
and one of the top three in 
Europe, for passenger 
satisfaction at the Airport Service 
Quality (ASQ) Awards and Best 
European Airport (5-10m 
passengers)’ at the ACI EUROPE 
Best Airport Awards. Gordon 

Dewar, chief executive of 
Edinburgh Airport, said: “This 
award tops off a truly 
remarkable year for 
Edinburgh Airport. We’ve 
worked hard over the 
past 12 months to 
completely rebrand 
Edinburgh Airport 
and ensure our 
passengers remain 
our top priority.”

GOURMET AUSTRALIA
Follow Blur bassist Alex James 
as he journeys through Western 
Australia’s south-west in a new 
six-part gastro-travelogue, 
Recipes That Rock, on the Food 
Network from Monday, 6.30pm.
   Join James and Australian chef 
Matt Stone on a road trip with 
a difference. They’ll visit some 
award-winning wine producers 
dotted across the Margaret River 
region and meet some of the 
area’s innovative cheese and 
chocolate makers.  
   Margaret River, noted for its 
amazing beaches, is just three 
and a half hours from Perth.   
   Wexas Travel (0207 838 5874/
wexas.com) offers a six-day 
Gourmet Escape package 
following in the foodies’ footsteps 
from £1,955pp (two sharing) B&B. 
Price includes return fl ights from 

London to Perth with Qatar 
Airways, car hire and fi ve nights 
accommodation. 
   British celebrity chefs Heston 
Blumenthal and Rick Stein will 
headline this year’s Margaret 
River Gourmet Escape from 
November 22 to 24. The food 
festival will feature 25 of the 
world’s top chefs, wine critics 
and celebrities.
   Tourism WA: westernaustralia.
com

SLEEP TIGHT
If you’re more into glamping than 
camping this new accessory is 
ideal to ensure you get a good 
night’s sleep under canvas. 
   Forget back-breaking foam 
mats and invest in the infl atable 
AeroBed (01275 845 024/
aerobed.co.uk), a comfortable 
double mattress which packs 
into a small canvas bag to take 
up minimal space in the car.   

There’s no huffi ng and puffi ng 
to infl ate it either. Using a 

powerful pump, it converts 
from bag to mattress in 
less than 60 seconds 

and takes 10 seconds 
to defl ate. £129.99.

SAIL AWAY: 
Visit Santander, 
above, with 
Brittany Ferries

PLAYFUL PALS: Leaping pods of dolphins entertain passengers on a mini-cruise

IF THE sight of dolphins rising 
from the sea fails to make your 
heart soar, you should be in 
therapy. Last weekend my heart 
did a lot of soaring and the 
shrink was kept at bay as my 
wife and I saw pods of dolphins 
and a few whales rising from the 
depths of the Bay of Biscay.

We were on a Brittany Ferries 
whale-watching mini-cruise from 
Portsmouth to Santander in 
northern Spain, and back, leaving 
on Friday evening and returning 
past Nelson’s HMS Victory 
50 hours later.

Brittany Ferries is offering a 
series of whale and dolphin 
cruises from next month and in 
late September TV naturalist and 
BBC Springwatch presenter Chris 
Packham will be on board as a 
guest speaker, looking at marine 
mammals and seabird migration.

To me, one dolphin looks pretty 
much like another. However, we 
were guided on the top deck by 
Chantel Napier, 22, an Exeter 
zoology graduate and a volunteer 
with marine conservation charity 
Orca. Over many years the 

company has built up a database 
of where whales, dolphins and 
porpoises can be seen.

It’s all thanks to volunteers on 
the various ferries and cruise 
ships that criss-cross the north-
east Atlantic, the North Sea and 
the western Mediterranean.

When Chantel pointed out what 
appeared to be a giant log fl oating 
about 100 yards away we zoomed 
in with our binoculars and watched 
it roll in slow motion to reveal a 
huge grey fi n. A long-fi nned pilot 
whale, said Chantel. Better still, 
there were two of them.

We also got fairly close up and 
personal with the short-beaked 
common dolphins that kept 
popping up beside the ferry, so 
close we could make out the 
hourglass markings on their sides, 
creamy at the front and light grey 

at the back. Man cannot live by 
dolphins alone, however, and on 
the Cap Finistère ferry we had 
plenty to entertain us.

For those less interested in 
wildlife, on board there are regular 
quizzes, craft workshops and wine 
and whisky tastings, plus a spa 
offering facials, hairdressing and 
nail treatments and a cinema 
showing recent releases. When 
we reached Santander we had 

about two hours to stroll around 
and visit the cathedral with its 
beautiful silver altar and watch a 
wedding where guests poured out 
through the sandstone cloisters.

The weather was brisk for much 
of the trip so we needed to wrap 
up well for our stints on deck but 
on Sunday afternoon, as we left 
Brittany behind, we basked in 
sunshine.

By the time we got back into 

Portsmouth, sailing past the 
modern Navy’s grey warships, 
we felt recharged. 

It’s amazing how letting your 
heart soar can boost your morale.

THE KNOWLEDGE 
Brittany Ferries (0871 244 0744/
brittany-ferries.co.uk) offers a 
two-night whale and dolphin 
cruise from Portsmouth to 
Santander and on to Plymouth 
from £170pp. Optional coach 
transfer to Portsmouth, £25pp. 
                               JOHN INGHAM

Have a whale of a time

WE LOVE...
Dolphin and 
whale cruises
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