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Scottish 
Gourmet 
Golfer

AS a lifelong golfer of 
questionable ability and 
dubious application I have 

tended to lean (literally) towards the 
more convivial aspects of the great 
game. I have had the undeserved 
honour of playing some of the greatest 
courses in the world and sampling 
some of the finest courses (in terms of 
cuisine) in some of the finest 19th holes 
and closely-related watering holes all 
around the globe.

I had the recent pleasure of watching 
Fred Couples overcome what was 
arguably the strongest field of Senior 
golfers ever assembled worldwide, at the 
legendary Turnberry Golf Course in South 
Ayrshire, to win the 26th Senior Open 
Championship.   

The visit enabled me to extend my 
golfing and culinary investigation to 

hitherto previously unknown locations 
and what a wonderful excursion it turned 
out to be.

TURNBERRY RESORT: The iconic white 
painted, red roofed hotel that gazes 
out across the famous Ailsa links and 
Ailsa Craig must be one of the most 
photographed in world golf, witnessing 
so many of the game’s greatest 
moments. 

The welcome from the kilted 
concierge and the attentive staff, plus the 
resident piper give Turnberry a unique 
and truly Scottish atmosphere.

Walk along the oak panelled corridors 
leading to the palatial bedrooms and the 
legendary Restaurant that affords some 
of the finest cuisine in Scotland and a 
view unrivalled in golfing circles.

Try the unforgettable Turnberry 
experience – and 'Haste Ye Back.' 

Turnberry Resort

ONE of Scotland’s most famous and 
most beautiful links courses, Turnberry 
has hosted The Open Championship 
four times and the Senior Open a 
record seven times, including this year’s 
tournament, won by Fred Couples.  
When the sun goes down over 
Turnberry Bay, silhouetting the famous 
lighthouse, and lightning up the Ailsa 
Course as it did during the famous ‘Duel 
in the Sun’ between Jack Nicklaus and 
Tom Watson in 1977, there are few more 
spectacular places to play the game. 
The Turnberry Resort with its Hotel and 
luxury Lodge accommodation also 
features the lesser known Kintyre course 
and the 9-hole Arran course. 

WITH Ryder Cup fever mounting with the 39th  The Ryder 
Cup, at Medinah, only a few weeks away, attention will 
soon turn to Gleneagles in Perthshire hosting the 2014 
Ryder Cup. Scotland will become the focus of the golf 
world and what a wonderful welcome visitors can expect 
– on and off the most fabulous courses in the world.

By Mike Gallemore

FOODGOLFTRAVEL
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THE Fourseasons Hotel is an absolute 
gem in every way. Nestled towards the 
Perth end of Loch Earn the view from the 
hotel windows and from the lodges in the 
grounds are breathtakingly spectacular. 
We could have spent all our time there 
just gazing south-west down the loch at 
the ever changing panorama of the hills 
towering over the water had it not been 
for the excellence of the Four Seasons 
cuisine.  The beer’s good, the wine list is 
impressive and the whiskeys are plentiful. 
What more could anyone wish for?

The friendly staff couldn’t do enough 
to make us welcome and the fine dining 
food in the Meall Reamhar Restaurant  
is as inventive as it is delicious. The 
Perthshire lamb with haggis mash was 
out of this world. By combining local 
produce and traditional dishes in a 
different style and presenting it in such an 
attractive way it was almost a shame to 

spoil it by eating it. We’re glad that we did. 
All the meals we had were outstanding.

One afternoon we ate in the Tarken 
bistro and the food was equally 
outstanding. The scones and home made 
jams were the best we’ve ever tasted.

We had our three dogs with us as did 
other people at the hotel and they all 
fitted in perfectly. Straight out of the car 
park was a path which led to a variety or 
walks of varying distances from a short 
stroll to the village to a serious hike up 
the hills behind the hotel towards Loch 
Boltachan. From up there, the view 
overlooking Loch Earn and down Glen 
Boltachan really does take your breath 
away, although the climb had already 
taken mine away. 

There is every outdoor pursuit available 
from the Four Seasons and this is certainly 
a warm, cosy, comfortable, friendly hotel 
ideally suitable for all seasons.
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The Four Seasons is located just a short drive away from Gleneagles, 
venue for the 2014 Ryder Cup, while other world-famous venues such as 
St Andrews, Carnoustie and Kingsbarns are all just an hour away.  There 
are also great local courses at Comrie, Crieff and St Fillans. 

GleneaGles
Excitement is already starting to build for The Ryder Cup’s return to Scottish 
soil for the first time in over 40 years and nowhere more so than at Gleneagles 
where The Matches will be held in two years’ time. Gleneagles is home to no 
less than three championship courses. The King’s and the Queen’s courses 
were both designed by the five-time Open winner, James Braid while the PGA 
Centenary Course, the layout on which The Ryder Cup will be contested, was 
designed by 18-time Major champion Jack Nicklaus. With a choice five tee 
boxes the PGA Centenary Course plays 6,815 yards from the whites down 
to 5,322 yards from the reds, amidst some of the most stunning scenery 
imaginable, providing a good challenge for a variety of abilities. Unlike 
Braid’s more traditional Scottish-style creations, Jack’s effort is very much an 
American style stadium course making it perfect for The Ryder Cup. Opened 
in 1993, Nicklaus described the course as, “The finest parcel of land in the 
world I have ever been given to work with”.

THE FOUR SEASONS HOTEL
ST FilanS, PeRThShiRe

The Horseshoe Inn 
Eddleston, By Peebles 

EH45 8QP

To book please phone 01721730225 or visit www.horseshoeinn.co.uk

With 2 AA Rosettes, 4 Star (Highly Commended) AA accommodation, an EatScotland Gold Award 
and an AA Breakfast Award you can relax, indulge and enjoy our food, rooms and location. 

Nearby courses include: Peebles Golf Course, Cardrona, West Linton and Boomieknowe. 
The Horseshoe is also conveniently located for Muirfield.  

The Horseshoe Inn, an award-winning restaurant with rooms in Eddleston just outside 
Peebles, is perfectly placed for enjoying a golf break in the Scottish Borders. Peebles offers 
easy access to several nearby courses, providing an excellent challenge for golfers of all abili-
ties. 

RaTes peR Room peR nighT sTaRT fRom:
  B&B single occupancy
Classic room £100  £70
premier room £125 £100

Three and six day golf packages are available 
(prices are per person sharing):

9 Hole Golf Packages
3 day package from £289 (chalet) to £340 (hotel)
6 day package from £499 (chalet) to £590 (hotel)

18 Hole Golf Package
3 day package from £314 (chalet) to £365 (hotel)
6 day package from £534 (chalet) to £624 (hotel)

The Four Seasons Hotel in Perthshire is the perfect base for your Scottish golfing holiday. 
Located on the banks of Loch Earn, the hotel enjoys some of the most enviable views in 

Scotland, making it the ideal place to unwind after a day on the course. 

To book or for further information please telephone reception on 
+44 (0) 1764 685333 or visit www.thefourseasonshotel.co.uk. 

The Four Seasons Hotel, St. Fillans, Perthshire, PH6 2NF

Shieldhill Castle Hotel is the ideal place to stay for a great Scottish Golfing holiday! Situated 
in the beautiful Upper Clyde Valley, only 30 minutes from Edinburgh and Glasgow, the hotel 
offers great character and charm amongst elegant surroundings. Shieldhill also boasts a 
wonderful restaurant using only the best locally sourced fresh ingredients. With the Castle 
dating back to 1199, Shieldhill has a traditional Scottish feel that makes it the perfect place 
to unwind after a long day of Golf on one of the many nearby courses.

Rooms from only £95 per night.
All room prices are on a B&B basis. Rooms available in the main Castle or the Stable Block. 
Other options include rooms with a Jacuzzi bath or 4 poster beds.

Nearby Golf courses include:
Biggar - 5 miles
Carnwath Golf Club - 6 miles
Kames Country Club - 8.5 miles
Lanark Golf Club - 10 miles
Douglas Water Golf Club - 13 miles
Carluke Golf Club - 16.2 miles

To book or for further information please phone reception on 01899 220 035, email 
enquiries@shieldhillcastlehotel.co.uk, or visit the website www.shieldhillcastlehotel.co.uk. 

Shieldhill Castle Hotel, Biggar, ML12 6NA
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East Lothian 
Golf Coast

Muirfield
Muirfield is one of the oldest clubs in the world having started life in leith in 1744 before moving to Musselburgh and then 
settling in its current site in 1891. The course, originally designed by the Father of Golf, Old Tom Morris, has played host to 15 
Open Championships, including the first to be played over 18 holes in 1892. It’s a classic links layout and if you want to play 
golf the way it was originally intended to be played then it doesn’t come much better than Muirfield.

Duck’s at Kilspindie couldn’t be in a better location for a golf break, situated as it is, right on the famous east lothian Golf 
Coast while the Horseshoe Inn and shieldhill Castle are also within easy striking distance of this golfing mecca. 

along a 20-mile stretch of stunning coastline you’ll find no fewer than 22 courses dotted almost back-to-back on some of 
the world’s finest golfing linksland. 

among them some famous names such as Musselburgh, Muirfield and north Berwick along with some fabulous new 
creations such as the magnificent Renaissance Club at archerfield and the archerfield links.  a trip to this part of the British 
Isles takes you into the heart of scotland’s rich golfing history and you can almost smell the game in the sea air of the 
countless picturesque villages along the coast.

FOODGOLFTRAVEL

MALCOLM DUCK has managed to hit on the ideal golfers paradise – some of 
the best courses in the world literally on the doorstep, combined with excellent 
‘casual’ food in the bistro and exceptional fine dining cuisine in the beautifully 
appointed Restaurant.

Add a lively, relaxing bar and you have all the ingredients for a wonderful, 
golfing holiday. With Edinburgh only half-an-hour’s drive away and a wide 
variety of interesting places to visit, Ducks couldn’t be situated in a more 
strategic place.

It’s understandable that this stretch of countryside is known as ‘Scotland’s 
Golf Coast.’ There are so many courses within a driver and a long iron reach, 
golfers are spoilt for choice. The fantastic links of Kilspindie are literally across 
the road from Ducks, with Craigelaw GC, The Open Championship course, 
Muirfield, and North Berwick just along the coast what could.
Back at Ducks, the welcome is akin to being among friends and coming home.

THIS former smithy/village school was converted into a inn many years ago and 
it has captured the cosy atmosphere of days gone by. The accommodation is 
excellent and the award-winning cuisine is simply outstanding. The Head Chef, Riad 
Peerbux, invents culinary masterpieces by imaginatively adapting traditional dishes 
into exceptional creations, using high quality local ingredients.

The tradition of serving canapés in the luxurious lounge while perusing the 
extensive menu and the long yet reasonably priced wine list is a welcome feature of 
the Horseshoe under the superb direction of General Manager Mark Slaney.

While the Restaurant is comfortable and luxurious the Bar and Bistro is equally 
inviting. It’s relaxing yet less formal than the Restaurant but the food is equally 
delicious. The well-stocked Bar has real ales from local breweries and a wide 
selection of whisky.

The Horseshoe Inn is ten minutes from Peebles and within easy reach of 
Edinburgh. There’s an abundance of interesting places to visit in the near vicinity 
and some excellent walks straight out of the car park. 

THE family-run Shieldhill Castle, set in open countryside 
in the Clyde Valley just 30 minutes from both Glasgow 
and Edinburgh, just outside Biggar, is a joy to behold. 
The Castle, which dates back to 1199, is a magnificent 
Hotel providing every conceivable service.

With its ancient, spacious stone chapel it’s the perfect 
place for a wedding, licensed to hold both religious and 
civil ceremonies. The excellent accommodation in the 
Hotel and in the converted stable block has luxurious 
en-suite bedrooms that are elegantly and practically 
appointed, including, of course, a palatial bridal suite. 
Conference facilities are also first class.

The Gun Bar and the Oak Bar are comfortable and 
cosy, the ideal place to enjoy a drink before and after 
dinner. The Chancellors Restaurant is a wonderful room 
and the food is first class, with a variety of menus to 
suit all tastes. It’s no surprise that the Hotel has won 
numerous food and wine awards.

Revitalising, rebuilding and refurbishing this 
magnificent castle has been a monumental task and the 
family are to be congratulated on bringing it back to life 
and creating a must-stay Hotel in the beautiful Borders.

DUCKS AT KILSPINDIE
aBeRlaDY, eaST lOThian

THE HORSESHOE INN AT 
EDDLESTONE BY PEEBLES

archerfield links
If you can bag yourself a tee-time it would be well worth 
checking out Archerfield Links, situated between the 
historic Muirfield and North Berwick venues. The members 
only club features two wonderful links tracks. Dirleton 
Links, designed by European Senior Tour player DJ Russell 
in 2006, is a traditional links in every sense of the word 
with wide sweeping fairways punctuated by deep pothole 
bunkers and undulating dunes which has been graced 
by the likes of Gary Player and Ian Woosnam. There’s also 
the original Fidra Links layout, opened in 2004 – an idyllic 
setting in which to play the game amongst a mixture of 
pine forest and open links holes. 

Kilspindie Golf Club 
Kilspindie Golf Club is situated just a short wedge from Duck's 
and is the world’s 35th oldest golf club. Built in 1867 and sited 
within a nature reserve at Aberlady Bay this ancient links, 
surrounded by abundant nature and wildlife on the East Lothian 
coast, is everything you imagine Scottish links to be. 

Musselburgh Golf Club 
Play where the forefathers of golf played. Musselburgh hosted 

The Open six times in the 1870s and 1880s and is now an Open 
Final Qualifying venue. Standing at 6,725 yards off the back tees, 
it’s a picturesque and testing par 71 parkland layout with plenty 

of trees while the meandering Craigie burn slithers across several 
fairways adding a tempting risk/reward aspect.

In an indication of just how well serviced this area is with 
world-class golf courses, nearby there is also Musselburgh Links, 

the world’s oldest golf course, and the fifth oldest, the  Royal 
Musselburgh Golf Club. 

SHIELDHILL CASTLE
 HOTEL BY BIGGAR
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There’s a great variety of courses in the Oban area within striking distance of the 
Loch Melfort and in the Scottish Highlands and Islands visitors are treated to some 
of the most striking and beautiful scenery among which to play the game. 

Glencruitten Golf Club 
Glencruitten is a challenging, hilly parkland course where you will be treated to 
an abundance of Highland wildlife with regular sightings of pheasants, heron 
and deer. Another creation by Scotland’s most famous golf course architect James 
Braid this short 4,500 yard par 61 layout was opened in the early 1900s. Despite 
the lack of length, the challenging terrain makes for a real test while, like many 
Scottish courses, a round of golf here definitely won’t break the bank. 

Machrihanish Golf Club
This is a beautiful links creation by Old Tom Morris is set on the shores of the 
Atlantic in the small seaside village of Machrihanish, which is around an hour and 
a half from Oban on the western site of the remote Kintyre Peninsula and close to 
the ‘Mull of Kintyre’ made famous in the Paul McCartney song.  It’s well worth the 
journey to play this course if you’re in the area. The feeling of remoteness is quite 
dramatic while the views across the islands of Jura and Islay take the breath away. 
The course itself is a joy with wide rolling fairways and undulating greens in the 
greatest traditions of links golf while the first tee shot, which carries the Atlantic, is 
definitely not for the faint hearted.

Loch MeLfort hoteL
Arduaine, by Oban  PA34 4XG • Call 01852 200 233

Visit us on  www.lochmelfort.co.uk

All rooms with AmAzing seA views

fantastic West coast GetaWay...   

Winner 
Small 

Romantic 
Hotel of the 
Year 2011

autuMn offer
stay 1 night DBB  
at £98pp get 2nd  
night B&B for £30pp
Offer valid September - November. Based on 2 sharing 
a standard sea view room with balcony or terrace.

THE view from the Hotel and Restaurant down Loch 
Melfort to the open sea is nothing short of spectacular. 
The two-storey wooden lodges, strategically located 
alongside the hotel have the same panoramic vista from 
the bedrooms’ picture windows, which open out to the 
garden and the lochside below.

The welcome is friendly and the staff are efficient and 
always helpful. The Lounge is comfortable and the fine 
dining restaurant is excellent, serving interesting and 
delicious dishes, using the wonderful local produce – 
and all the time you can gaze at the magnificent view.

At the garden end of the Hotel is the Chartroom 
Bar and Bistro where a variety of meals can be enjoyed 
either within the restaurant or at the tables on the lawn 

just outside. The Bistro is ideal for lunch and for informal 
meals with the children. From the garden it’s a two 
minute walk down the path to the lochside where you 
can wander round the water’s edge where the view 
widens even further.

The famous Arduaine Gardens border on the Hotel 
grounds and deserve to be visited at any time of the 
year. The Hotel played an integral part in rescuing 
the Gardens and from the highest hill there is an 
unparalleled  view  over the highlands and islands.

There is every imaginable water sport and pastime 
available nearby and with Oban only 20 miles up the 
coast there are all sorts of other interesting things when 
not playing golf, to suit all the family.
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LOCH MELFORT HOTEL & RESTAURANT Arduaine by Oban

ADVERT


