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Loch Melfort Hotel, near Oban,
says it has the finest views on
the west coast. Ian Forsyth took
his four-legged friends along to
sniff out the accommodation –
and they weren’t disappointed

S cotland has an
a b u n d a n c e o f
beautiful places
and the west coast

is well catered for in this re-
spect.

One gem my wife Ali and
I hadn’t come across until
recently was Loch Melfort
Hotel, near Oban.

And being a dog-friendly
hotel, it provided the per-
fect getaway for us to share
with our two terriers.

I have always liked the
Oban area, as my auntie

Kathleen and her family
stay in the town.

The one drawback is the
distance from Aberdeen. It
takes more than four hours
to get there, but is well
worth the drive.

Loch Melfort was easy
enough to find, being at the
side of the road about 20
miles south of Oban.

One thing I knew before
settingoffwas thatwewere
going to a top-notch hotel.

I am one of those trav-
ellers who relies heavily on

the Tripadvisor website –
and the vast majority of re-
views about the property
are glowing. It scores four
and a half points out of
five.

I checked the site again
before writing this article
and, of the 244 reviews, 159
rated it “excellent” and 58
said it was “very good”.
Most hoteliers would swap
a big win on the lottery for
ratings like that.

On the day we arrived,
the weather was warm and
sunny, thoughwewerewell
awarethat intheObanarea
you can get all four seasons
of weather in one day.

After checking in, we
went to our room in the
Cedar Wing next to the ho-
tel.

From the outside, it
looked just like a normal
hotel room, but when we
went in, our jaws dropped.

The view through the full-
length glass doors was so
beautiful it left us speech-
less. You can see over
Asknish Bay towards Jura,
Shuna and Scarba.

It is one of those views
you could just stand and
look at for hours.

Five of the ground-floor
bedrooms are specifically
available for guests who
like to bring their dog with
them – and the immediate
access to outside is good
news if your four-legged
friend is caught short in the
middle of the night.

So what about the hotel?
With similar views to that
from our bedroom, it can
hardly fail.

The food on offer in the
Asknish Bay Restaurant is
first class. The hotel says it
is ardent about sourcing
the freshest and best-qual-
ity local ingredients–and it

shows.The likesof scallops,
langoustines, venison, sea
bass, lobster and steak all
feature on the menu.

My wife and I had a
lovely dinner there one
night, as good if not better
than any upmarket restau-
rant in Aberdeen.

The hotel is proud to say
almost everything is home-
made, from bread to mar-
malade and ice-cream to
tablet.

For less formal eating,
there is the Chartroom II
bistro. Its menu features
langoustines, scallops,
mussels, as well as High-
land beef burgers and beer-
battered haddock.

If you can’t be bothered
dressing up for dinner, this
is a good option.

We found the hotel staff
friendly and helpful, which
is great when you are away
on a break.

Loch Melfort is a fantas-
tic place to chill out, and
there is nothing more re-
laxing than pottering about
on the shore with your
dogs. Or you can just spend
time sitting about, watch-
ing the resident Highland
cattleandhensgoingabout
their business.

There is also a must-see
venue only yards from the
hotel – Arduaine Garden.

Conceived by J. Arthur
Campbell, who also built
thehotel, it isdescribedasa
spacious tourist attraction
but with the intimacy of a
private garden.

The National Trust for
Scotland property is a
south-facing garden, which
benefits from the warming
effect of the North Atlantic
drift.

The trust says proximity
to the sea allows the culti-
vation of many rare and

tender plants from around
the globe, with the empha-
sis on South America and
East Asia.

The renowned rhodo-
dendrons are said to
attract enthusiasts from far
and wide, and azaleas,
magnolias and many other
shrubs and trees fill the
garden with scent and
colour.

We spent a relaxing cou-
ple of hours wandering
aroundthegardenwithour
dogs, just taking it all in.

For the more adventur-
ous, the area appears to be
a magnet for fans of sailing,
whale-watching, walking,
fishing and bird-watching.

No matter how active
you are, however, it is a per-
fect place to escape the rat
race.

We look forward to re-
turning soon – all four of
us.

Travel Facts
Loch Melfort Hotel is at Arduaine, near Oban,
beside the A816.

Telephone: 01852 200233
e-mail: reception@lochmelfort.co.uk
website: www.lochmelfort.co.uk

Dinner, bed and breakfast per couple in the Cedar Wing
is quoted on the website at £196 per night, but there are
special offers which can be booked directly with the
hotel.

There is also a three-night Christmas deal for £375 per
person in a standard sea-view room, or £500 per person
in a suite.
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Every dog has his day at Loch Melfort
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WINTER OFFERS
Join us at the hotel this festive season!
Situated in the centre of Inverness,
within walking distance of the train & bus
stations and the shopping district.

1 Night - £59.00 per room B&B
2 Nights - £99.00 per room B&B

To book call 01463 228850
& quote ‘Winter’
Subject to availability, fully pre-paid when booked, non refundable.

Valid 01.11.12 - 30.04.13 (exc. New Year)

Ramada Encore Inverness,
63 Academy Street,
Inverness, IV1 1LU

Inverness was granted its city status
in 2000. It is the prosperous hub of the
Highlands, with an enviable location
on the banks of the River Ness at the
head of the Great Glen, making it an
ideal base for exploring.

The thriving city of Inverness is
crowned by a pink crenellated castle.
There are plenty of shops, places to
eat and drink, peaceful areas close
to the centre for relaxing, and a good
variety of places to stay.Chill out by
the river at lovely Ness Islands; shop

for that special souvenir to take home;
and by night, go out on the town. The
city itself is small, compact, easy to
get around and the welcome is warm.

There are also many attractions
around the city: re-live one of
Scotland's most famous battles at
Culloden battlefield; marvel at the
spectacle of a Highland Games -
Inverness hosts one of the world's
biggest; and even see a school of
dolphins frolic in the nearby Moray
Firth.

Discover Inverness


